
WViTED STATES ENMRONMEKTAL PROTECTlON AGENCY 
REGION VfQ 

999 18th STREET - W E  500 
DENVER, COLORADO 80202-2405 

Nw 15 t99 
Ref: 89WH-FF 

Mr. Frazer Lockhart 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
Rocky F l a t s  O f i i c e  
P.O. Box 928 
Goiden, CO 80402-0928 

RE: Ecology Standard 
Operating Procedures 

Dear Mr. Lockhart: 

We have reviewed the Category 7 and 2 Zcology Standard 
Operating ?rrzcedures (SOPS) which were transmitted t o  E P A  o n  
October 15, 7997. Our review focused primzrily OR t h e  adequacy 
of t h e  SOPs in responding t o  our conditions of approval f a r  t.he 
documents as stated in our letter  t o  you of Acgust 3 0 ,  1997. 

In general, we believe the SO% 6emonstrate t h a t  DOE has 
developed an adequate procedure f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  threatened, 
endangered, and other special s ta tus  species are treated 
appropriately during field activities at the Rocky F l a t s  Plant- . .  
Therefore, the Ecology SOPs are approved. However, the reason 
foi submitting two separate documents is not clear.  EPA b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  the SOPs would be more usable a s  a s i n ~ l e  dociimmt. because 
much of the information is repeated unnecessarily. We have 
enclosed a number of additional comments which we b e l i e v e  will 
improve the  accuracy and consistency of the SOPS- Whiie t h e s e  
comments are not conditions for approval, t h e y  shouid be 
s e r i o u s i y  considered by DOE and addressed in future revisions of 
t h e  SOPS. 

If you .have any questions a b o u t  t h e  enclosed comments, 
plezse c o n t a c t  Bonnie Lavelle at ( 3 0 3  ) 294-1 067 - 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Markin Hestnark,  Manager 
Rocky F l a t s  Pro jec t  
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Gary B$u.ghman, . CDH/HMWMD 
Barbara 3arry e .CS?Il/KFPU 
A n d z e w  Archu-leta,  USFWS 
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